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TELL US WHAT YOU WANT!
With this special summer issue, we are
experimenting with a radically new look that
we hope you will like. Don and Roger have
done yeoman service over the past few
years, but, as your incoming newsletter
editor, I thought we might try a new look.

In part, it’s a return to the newsletter
format used when Dawn and Peter Doyle
edited the newsletter – but we are also
taking advantage of many recent technical
innovations and the increasing use almost
all our members make of the Internet.

Have a look at this special issue, which
focuses on the programs and social activities
of 2008-2009 and tell us what you think.

Is it what you want? Is it easy to read? Did
you have any problems using the file? Your
comments, suggestions and ideas are
needed, NOW and always and you can reach
me at harry@hncs.ca or at (613) 831-1068.

-

In particular, I think we need a new TITLE and
“Masthead”.

What you see above is one example. Some
PROBUS clubs call their newsletters by
names such as The Probian” or “The Probe”,
which aren’t very imaginative, though the
alliteration does appeal to me.

A pilot is someone or something that helps
one navigate and it seemed to me that this
is what a newsletter should do, hence my
suggested name, “The PROBUS Pilot” and the

PROBUS logo, superimposed on a ship’s
wheel.

But I am far from being the most creative
one in the crowd!

If you have a better suggestion, please tell
me. If you are happy with what you see
above, tell me that, too. I hope that, within
the next month or two, we can all agree on
something we can all live with.

- Harry Needham, Editor

The Year in Review

2008-2009 was a memorable year, and if you
REALLY want to see just how many things
we did, ask Pat Thompson to show you the
wonderful scrapbook she has assembled,
with a month-by-month, blow-by-blow
account, with all kinds of photos, of this
year’s programs and social events. Thanks,
Pat, for a superb job on this, as on other
things!

Our Programs

As usual, we had speakers on a wide range of
topics. It’s hard to know what to expect
from someone you know only by reputation.
They often surprise you, and, this past year,
the surprises have all been pleasant ones.

September 2008 – Alex Munter, Executive
Director, Ottawa Youth Services Bureau

The PROBUS
Pilot
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As our Tenth Anniversary speaker, we
invited Alex Munter, who has so long been
identified with the western part of the City.
He painted a comprehensive and inspiring
picture of his agency, its challenges and its
functions.

October 2008 – Janan Mosazai, graduate
student in journalism

An Afghan citizen and journalist, Janan took
us behind the headlines to the real
Afghanistan and to the roles being played by
its own and foreign media. He left us all
thoughtful and a good deal better informed.

November 2008 – Duane Daly, Dominion
Secretary, Royal Canadian Legion

It is our custom for the November speaker
to be someone speaking on some aspect of
Remembrance.

Duane Daly told us about a program that the
Legion has quietly been running for years –
to assist the neglected veterans of the
Caribbean countries that, since the Second
World War, have gained independence, but
which are not always able to provide even
the most fundamental care to their ageing,
sick and needy veterans.

December 2008 – Diane Farley, Public
Relations Manager, The Shepherds of Good
Hope

As the Christmas/Chanukah season
approaches, our thoughts turn increasingly
to those less fortunate than ourselves, for
whom midwinter is not such a festive time
of the year.

We have had speakers from a variety of
charities for the past several years and our
December speaker’s enthusiasm, knowledge
and dynamic presentation left us all
enthusiastic about her organization.


